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Gina McCarthy, Mike Holtzman, and Torsten Thiele Join Pegasus Capital Advisors 

President Biden’s Fmr. National Climate Advisor Among Experts to Join the Pioneering 
Impact Investor’s Environmental, Technical, and Operational Teams  

 
 
January 5, 2023, Greenwich, CT: Pegasus Capital Advisors, the global impact investor specialized in 
financing and deploying on-the-ground green energy solutions, sustainable agriculture & ocean 
production, ecotourism, and recycling today announced the appointment of President Joe Biden’s 
former National Climate Advisor Gina McCarthy, former State Department and White House Advisor 
Mike Holtzman and ocean governance expert Torsten Thiele to senior advisory and operating roles at 
the 25-year-old Greenwich, CT-based firm. Pegasus, the first U.S-based private equity fund manager 
accredited by the UN-backed Green Climate Fund, has deployed more than $2.6 billion in capital 
across seven private equity funds focused on sustainability, health, and wellness, including its two 
blended finance flagship funds – the Global Subnational Climate Fund and the Global Fund for Coral 
Reefs – that assist the global transition to a green and oceans-based blue economy and promote 
economic development, food and energy security, and increased resilience while addressing climate 
change in emerging markets and developing countries. 
 
Gina McCarthy, who joins Pegasus as a Senior Operating Advisor, recently helped shape and steer 
President Biden’s landmark Inflation Reduction Act—which contained hundreds of billions of dollars of 
investment to speed the green and blue transition of the U.S. economy. Previously, she served as 
President Barack Obama’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator, a Cabinet-level role. 
McCarthy’s work at Pegasus will focus on non-U.S., developing markets, providing advice to the firm’s 
principals and partners on challenges and opportunities for collaborative action including capital access, 
scalability, capacity-building, public-private partnerships, connectivity, local partner engagement, 
mainstream nature-based solutions, and risk mitigation.  
 
Following a career in public diplomacy and strategic communications, including stints in two U.S. 
Presidential Administrations—one Republican and one Democratic – Mike Holtzman joins Pegasus as an 
Operating Partner. Mike brings a network of high-level international relationships and complex 
stakeholder management experience that includes senior policymakers, NGOs, indigenous people and 
local communities, and SMEs to bear as Pegasus seeks partners and co-investors worldwide.  In an 
advisory capacity, Mike helped spearhead the Yasuni-ITT Trust Fund initiative to keep more than a billion 
barrels of oil in the ground under the Ecuadorian Amazon, and helped launch Gabon’s “Green Gabon” 
transition to a carbon-zero economy. He worked with the global non-profit Smartpower, which 
promotes clean renewable energy, hydrogen-powered Tevva e-trucks, and Canada-based Foran, the 
world’s first zero-carbon mine.  
 
Torsten Thiele is one of the world’s foremost experts in ocean governance and sustainable blue finance, 
drawing on more than 20 year experience in project, technology, and infrastructure finance with leading 
financial institutions. He is Founder of Global Ocean Trust, a Member of the IUCN World Commission on 
Protected Areas and Senior Advisor to the IUCN Blue Natural Capital Financing Facility and Senior 
Advisor on Blue Finance to the Ocean Risk and Resilience Action Alliance. He joins Pegasus as an 



 

Operating Advisor, where he will guide the firm on ocean solutions, governance and policy, and marine 
biodiversity. 
 
“We are thrilled that Gina, Mike and Torsten have joined us because they can truly help us deliver the 
kind of practical, on-the-ground solutions that climate change demands,” said Craig Cogut, Founder and 
CEO of Pegasus Capital Advisors. “With these appointments we are truly building for the future of our 
company as we help build a zero-carbon future for the world.” 
 
“When it comes to climate finance, we can’t just talk the talk, we must walk the walk,” adds Pegasus 
Partner David Cogut. “Gina, Mike, and Torsten are thought-leaders in their fields, topping up Pegasus’ 
best-in-class policy and technical knowledge and giving us incredible access to critical stakeholders that 
can drive policy change, public adoption, and real impact on the ground.”  
 
 
 
 
About Pegasus Capital Advisors, L.P.: 
Pegasus Capital Advisors is a leading global private markets impact investment manager. As the first U.S. 
private equity fund manager accredited by the Green Climate Fund, we are dedicated to fostering 
sustainable and inclusive growth while providing attractive returns for our investors. Founded in 1996 by 
Craig Cogut, Pegasus has invested over $2 billion across seven private equity funds. 
 
For additional information, please visit: www.pcalp.com. 
 
Pegasus Contact Information: 
Investor Relations Department 
Email: InvestorRelations@pcalp.com 
Tel: 212-710-2500 
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